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Summary of 2026/27 changes – CORE Sales
The 2026/27 CORE sales collection will open on 1 April 2026.
Ahead of this, we have published the new 2026/27 sales materials:
· questions
· bulk upload template
· bulk upload specification.
You should use these for any sales of social housing completing on or after 1 April 2026.
You can find these materials under ‘Collection resources’ on the homepage of the CORE service Submit social housing lettings and sales data (CORE) - GOV.UK
This document lists the major changes for 26/27. Changes from 25/26 are shown in red in the paper forms and bulk upload materials.

Overarching
This section lists changes that relate to more than one question in the form.
Question numbers have been adjusted to create continuous numbering beginning at 1.
The question numbers used in this document are the new numbers for 26/27. Where these are different from the current 25/26 question numbers, the old numbers have also been provided.

1. Multi-question validations on financial information
In response to feedback from data providers, we are adjusting the validations on full purchase price which require one calculation to exactly equal another financial calculation, to allow some tolerance for rounding percentages.
One example of this is: 
Mortgage plus cash deposit should equal the full purchase price multiped by the percentage bought.
Going forwards, these two figures do not need to equal exactly.
There are other similar validations on full purchase price, depending on the sale type, which we have also adjusted so they no longer need to equal exactly.


2. Duplicate log check
The duplicate log check looks at the answers to a select list of questions (or bulk upload fields) and if there are multiple logs with exactly the same answers, it flags those logs as potential duplicates.
In the current 2025/26 forms the check includes postcode and buyer 1’s gender identity.
For 2026/27, postcode will be replaced in the check by UPRN or full address, whichever the user has chosen to provide. Buyer 1’s gender identity will be replaced in the check by buyer 1’s sex (reflecting the changes to the sex and gender questions listed in the relevant section later in this paper).

Set up this sales logs

Q8 - What is the type of discounted ownership sale? 

Response options:

Removed ‘Voluntary Right to Buy (VRTB)’ as an option.


Property information
New Question: Q17 - What is the building height classification?

This new question should only be answered if Q16- 'What type of unit is the property?' has a response of ' Flat or maisonette', 'Bedsit' or 'Other'. 

Hint text: High-rise residential buildings are those containing 2 or more residential units and either have 7 or more storeys or are at least 18 metres in height. If unsure, answer based on the number of storeys.

Response options:

1 = High-rise
2 = Low-rise
3 = Don't know





Household characteristics
Dropped Questions
Question numbers here are 2025/26.
Q21 - Which of these best describes buyer 1’s gender identity?
Q29 - Which of these best describes buyer 2's gender identity?
Q36-55 - Others living in the property (other occupants, not buyers) – dropped questions relating to gender only.
These are being replaced by new sex and gender questions below.

New Question: What is your sex?
This is asked of all household members so there will be multiple question numbers. Each question will use the appropriate wording for that person, e.g. “Q22 - What is buyer 1’s sex?”
Hint text: This is your sex that was registered at birth. The next question will ask about your gender identity.
Response options:
-  F = Female
-  M = Male
-  R = Prefers not to say

New Question: Is the gender you identify with the same as your sex registered at birth?"

This is asked of all household members so there will be multiple question numbers. Each question will use the appropriate wording for that person, e.g. “Q23 - Is the gender that buyer 1 identifies with the same as their sex registered at birth?".

The question will appear immediately following the new question on sex for that person detailed above.

Response options:
- 1 = Yes
- 2 = No, enter gender identity [free text description]
- 3 = Prefers not to say

Q38 - In total, how many people live in the property?

Question wording changed from “Besides the buyer(s), how many other people live in the property?”

Hint text: Updated to 'Include all people who are living or will live in the property.'

This was Q35 in the 2025/26 form.



Section A – Shared ownership – initial purchase

Q88 - What is the full purchase price?

Updated validation so minimum value for full purchase price must be at least £15,000.

This was Q80 in the 2025/26 form.


Q90 – Was a mortgage used to buy this property?

Response options: 

Added a don't know option which can only be used if the buyer was not interviewed.

This was Q82 in the 2025/26 form.


Q92 - What is the length of the mortgage?

Response options:

Added a don't know option which can only be used if the buyer was not interviewed.

This was Q84 in the 2025/26 form.



Section B – Shared ownership – staircasing transaction

New Question: Q110 - Does the property have any service charges?

Hint text: This includes any charges for day-to-day maintenance and repairs, building insurance, and any contributions to a sinking or reserved fund. It does not include estate management fees.


Response options:
- 1 = Yes, enter monthly amount' [enter the £ amount]
- 2 = No 

New Question: Q111 - Will the service charge change after this staircasing transaction takes place?

Hint text: This includes any charges for day-to-day maintenance and repairs, building insurance, and any contributions to a sinking or reserved fund. It does not include estate management fees.

Response options:
- 1 = Yes, enter new monthly amount' [enter the £ amount]
- 2 = No

Validation: Ensure £ amount entered for the new monthly amount after the change is different from the £ amount for the service charge before the change.



Section C – Discounted ownership

Q113-115 – Full purchase price, loan, discount

Removed reference to Voluntary Right to Buy (VRtB) in the hint text.

These were Q103-105 in the 2025/26 form.



Q113 - What is the full purchase price?

Updated validation so minimum value for full purchase price must be at least £15,000.

This was Q103 in the 2025/26 form.


Q116 – Was a mortgage used to buy this property?

Response options: 

Added a don't know option which can only be used if the buyer was not interviewed.

This was Q106 in the 2025/26 form.


Q118 - What is the length of the mortgage?

Response options: 

Added a don't know option which can only be used if the buyer was not interviewed.

This was Q108 in the 2025/26 form.
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